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During the last decades, we have witnessed an explosion-like increase in typological
research. Unfortunately, Turkic language material, with the exception of Turkish,
has been used in it very insufficiently. Vladimir Petrovi¢ Nedjalkov was a pleasant,
though rare, exception to this rule. In his research, he constantly applied material
from various Turkic languages beside dozens of languages of other language sys-
tems and other genetic affiliation. Therefore his untimely death on the 21st of July,
2009, is also a great loss for Turcology and Altaistics in general.

Vladimir Nedjalkov was born on the 4th of January in 1928 in Odessa. His father
was in the army. In 1946, he entered the Faculty of the German Language of the
Moscow Institute of Foreign Languages named after M. Torez (at present, the Mos-
cow State Linguistic University).

He graduated from the Institute in 1950, and taught German, first at the Stavro-
pol’ Institute of Foreign Languages, then at the Pjatigorsk Institute of Foreign Lan-
guages; he also taught German in a primary school. His first academic supervisor
was Igor’ Evgen’evi¢ AniCkov (1897-1978), a linguist and theologist, with whom
Nedjalkov worked together from 1950 to 1953 in Stavropol’. Many years later,
Nedjalkov paid tribute to the memory of his teacher and prepared a posthumous
edition of his scientific legacy (Ani¢kov, 1. E. Trudy po jazykoznaniju. Sankt-Peter-
burg: Nauka, 1977. 510 pages).

In 1959, Nedjalkov became a post-graduate student (aspirant) at the Chair of
German Philology of the Leningrad Pedagogical Institute named after A. I. Herzen.
There, his supervisor was a well-known specialist in Germanic studies and General
Linguistics, V. G. Admoni. In 1961, Nedjalkov defended his candidate dissertation
“Semantic groups of German verbs with the components aus-, heraus-, hinaus-".
That same year he became a researcher at the Leningrad Division of the Institute of
Linguistics of the USSR Academy of Sciences (at present the Institute of Linguistic
Research of the Russian Academy). Vladimir Nedjalkov’s scientific career was
connected with the Institute of Linguistic Research all his life and remained its
leading researcher up until his last days. In 1971, he defended his doctoral thesis
“Causative constructions in German. The analytical causative” (published as Kausa-
tivnye konstrukcii v nemeckom jazyke. Analiticeskij kausativ. Leningrad: Nauka,
1971). In 1976, this book was translated into German (Kausativkonstruktionen. Tii-
bingen: Gunter Narr Verlag [Studien zur deutschen Grammatik, 4]).

The scientific heritage of Vladimir Nedjalkov consists of almost 190 publica-
tions. His first scientific works dealt with the methods of second language teaching
in primary school. Later, he described German verbal prefixes. All in all, he pub-
lished about thirty scientific works on Germanic languages. However, it is his work
on language typology that brought him world-wide recognition.

Vladimir Nedjalkov was a bright representative of the Saint-Petersburg school of
Language Typology founded by Alexandr Alekseevi¢ Xolodovi¢ (1906-1977). On
the 1st of April 1961, the Group of Structural and Typological Study of Languages
started its work under his leadership at the Leningrad Division of the Institute of
Linguistics of the USSR Academy of Sciences. At present, it is the Laboratory of the
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Structural and Typological Study of Languages at the Institute of Linguistic Re-
search of the Russian Academy.

Vladimir Nedjalkov and Viktor Xrakovskij, who is the head of the Laboratory
now, were the first researchers who entered the Typology Group. The past decades
witnessed interesting and fruitful research work that resulted in the publication of a
series of individual and collective monographs that were consistently received with
great interest by the Russian and international scientific communities. In the first
place, we should mention the following books: Tipologija kauzativnyx konstrukcij
(1969), Tipologija passivnyx konstrukcij (1974), Tipologija resul’tativnyx konstruk-
cij (1983), Tipologija iterativnyx konstrukcij (1989), Tipologija imperativnyx kon-
strukcij (1992), Tipologija uslovnyx konstrukcij (1998), Tipologija ustupitel’nyx
konstrukcij (2004), Reciprocal constructions (2007), Tipologija taxisnyx konstrukcij
(2009). Four of these boos have been translated into English and become accessible
to a broader international public: Typology of resultative constructions (1988),
Typology of Iterative constructions (1997), Typology of imperative constructions
(2001), Typology of conditional constructions (2006). These books represent a com-
plex of typological views on the basic verb categories that impact language syntax
and are reflected in syntactic structures of diverse languages spoken on all the conti-
nents of our planet.

The work in the Typology Group of Xolodovi¢-Xrakovskij shifted the scientific
interests of Vladimir Nedjalkov. Among his new linguistic objects, the Chukchi lan-
guage gained first place with twenty-four publications, Nivkh, the second with eight
publications, was followed by Evenki, Georgian, Abkhaz, Lithuanian, and other
languages. Among the Turkic languages, Karachay-Balkar and Yakut were of spe-
cial interest to him. All in all, he published over 70 typological works.

Although Vladimir Nedjalkov participated in the cooperative work of the Typo-
logy Group, he developed his own direction in typological research on verb catego-
ries. The most characteristic feature of his scientific approach was very thorough
examination of the language material, obligatory interviews of language informants,
and research on a broad range of language means that can render the semantic cate-
gory under study. This work resulted in very detailed classifications of grammatical
categories. He considered his informants to be his coauthors, and therefore we see
his informants as the coauthors of his articles on Chukchi, Nivkh, Abkhaz, Geor-
gian, Mongol, etc., although it was he who formulated the main content of these
publications. He had quite a number of cooperative publications also with his spouse
Prof. Emma Geniusiené, who is a native speaker of Lithuanian and has dealt ex-
tensively with the category of reflexive. The scientific approach described above is
Nedjalkov’s “trademark™: you can trace it in practically all his publications, and in
publications of his students from whom he always demanded ingenuity and exhaus-
tiveness of linguistic facts.

One of Vladimir Nedjalkov’s most important and trendsetting contributions was
the article on Nivkh taxis, coauthored with G. Otaina (1987). It is well known that
Roman Jakobson, who is recognized as introducing the category of “taxis” in its
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modern understanding in linguistics, based his research on this category in Nivkh
converbial constructions, although he did not give Nivkh examples in his works. The
article by Nedjalkov and Otaina, a native speaker of Nivkh, gave an exhaustive de-
scription of Nivkh taxis relations. Together with Otaina, Nedjalkov also investigated
other Nivkh grammatical categories, those of causative constructions, verbal gov-
ernment, verbal derivation, etc. Similarly, Nedjalkov wrote a number of cooperative
works on Chukchi together with a Chukchi native speaker, P. Ininlikej, continuing
after the death of the latter together with other informants and colleagues. Thanks to
these efforts, Chukchi became a typologically very important language. Similar sci-
entific resonance was evoked by Nedjalkov’s research on the morphology of the
Turkic verb written on the Karachay-Balkar, Yakut and Kirgiz material. Here, we
should mention his publications on the categories of causative passive, resultative,
reciprocity, reflexivity, etc. These articles are especially interesting because of the
typological comparisons conducted on a broad language material.

Nedjalkov’s works were dedicated to various topics, mostly viewed from the ty-
pological angle. The most important issues under study were as follows:

(1) causative constructions in various languages (27 publications);

(2) ergative constructions, the category of anti-passive (5 publications);

(3) reflexive constructions (9 publications);

(4) reciprocal constructions (16 publications);

(5) resultative constructions (15 publications);

(6) constructions with predicative actants (5 publications);

(7) inchoative constructions (5 publications);

(8) converbs, taxis (12 publications);

(9) aspect, tense, modality (11 publications).

Already this list, which is far from exhaustive, bears witness to the broad diver-
sity of Nedjalkov’s scientific research. During his last years, the most dominant
points of interest were reflexive and reciprocal constructions. Vladimir Nedjalkov
succeeded in completing his long-term work as the scientific supervisor and editor
of the collective monograph Reciprocal constructions (Amsterdam & Philadelphia:
Benjamins, 2007) that includes forty-four chapters on reciprocal constructions in
various languages. These articles are preceded by his theoretical chapter Typology of
reciprocal expressions. Typological questionnaire. Specialists on various languages
and language groups (e.g. Indo-European languages, Australian and North American
aboriginal languages, Paleoasiatic languages, Chinese, Japanese, etc.) both from
Russia and from other countries including France, Germany, Japan, New Zealand,
Holland, Brazil, etc. took part in this cooperative work. In this book, Nedjalkov was
also either the sole author or one of the coauthors of twelve chapters on reciprocals
in specific languages or language groups (Turkic, Tungusic, Mongol, Buryat, Ger-
man, Nivkh, Chukchi, Ainu, Japanese, etc.).

Nedjalkov was also a member of the editorial or scientific boards of various sci-
entific editions: (1) Voprosy Jazykoznanija (1988-1993); (2) Studien zur deutschen
Grammatik (Tiibingen, since 1992); (3) The London Oriental and African Language
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Library (Amsterdam & Philadelphia: Benjamins, since 1994); (4) Studies in Lan-
guage (Amsterdam & Philadelphia: Benjamins, since 1993); (5) Languages of the
World (Miinchen: Lincom Europa, since 1993). From 1995 to 1999, he was a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the Societas Linguistica Europaea. From 1990 to
1994, he was a member of the Scientific Consulting Board Furotyp (“Typology of
languages of Europe”) in the framework of the Societas Linguistica Europaea
(Strasbourg).

Nedjalkov read lectures on typology and on German syntax in various German
universities (Oldenburg, Cologne, Bonn, Bremen, Bielefeld, and Freiburg). He par-
ticipated in numerous scientific conferences in Russia (Moscow, Saint Petersburg,
Novosibirsk) and abroad (Tallinn, Cologne, Bucharest, Bologna, Kobe, Vitoria-
Gasteiz, Tsukuba, etc.).

Nedjalkov also supervised thirteen candidate and three doctoral dissertations.

Major publications

1961a O termine “glagoly s otdeljaemymi pristavkami” v grammatike nemeckogo jazyka. In:
Tatidvili, Yu. G. (ed.). Udenye zapiski Pjatigorskogo gosodarstvennogo pedagogiceskogo
instituta 23: Voprosy germanskoj filologii, Pjatigorsk. 3-15.

1961b Strukturnye osobennosti glagolov tipa auskommen, herauskommen. In: Tati§vili, Yu.
G. (ed.). Uéenye zapiski Pjatigorskogo gosodarstvennogo pedagogiceskogo instituta 23:
Voprosy germanskoj filologii, Pjatigorsk. 17-27.

1961c Smyslovye rjady sloZnosostavnyx glagolov s mestoimennymi pristavkami-nare¢ijami
heraus i hinaus v sovremennom nemeckom jazyke. In: Tatisvili, Yu. G. (ed.). Udenye
zapiski Pjatigorskogo gosodarstvennogo pedagogiceskogo instituta 23: Voprosy german-
skoj filologii, Pjatigorsk. 125-163.

1976 Kausativkonstruktionen. (Studien zur deutschen Grammatik, 4.) Tiibingen: Narr.

1977 Posessivnost® i inkorporacija v €ukotskom jazyke (inkorporacija podleZas¢ego). In:
Xrakovskij , V. S. (ed.). Problemy lingvisticeskoj tipologii i struktury jazyka. Leningrad:
Nauka. 108-138.

1978 Zametki po tipologii refleksivnyx deagentivnyx konstrukcij (opyt isislenija). In:
Xrakovskij, V. S. (ed.). Problemy teorii grammatideskogo zaloga. Leningrad: Nauka. 28-
37.

1979 Degrees of Ergativity in Cukéi. In: Plank, Frans (ed.). Ergativity: Towards a theory of
grammatical relations. London, etc.: Academic Press. 241-262.

1980 Reflexive constructions: a functional typology. In: Brettschneider, Gunter & Lehmann,
Christian (ed.). Wege zur Universalienforschung (Festschrift fiir Hansjakob Seiler). (Tii-
binger Beitrége zur Linguistik, 145.) Tiibingen: Narr. 222-228.

1981a [with G. A. Otaina] Nivxskie refleksivnye glagoly i tipologija smyslovyx refleksivov.
In: Xrakovskij, V. S. (ed.). Zalogovye konstrukcii v raznostrukturnyx jazykax. Leningrad:
Nauka. 185-220.

1981b Tipologija dvupredikatnyx konstrukcij (is€islenie i materialy dlja ankety). In: Studia
gramatyczne 4. (Prace Institutu jezyka polskiego 38.) Wroclaw, etc. 83-106.

1981c K tipologii sootno$enija rezul’tativa i passiva: na materiale nemeckogo jazyka. In: I. P.
Susov et al. (eds.). Semantika i pragmatika sintaksiceskix edinstv. MeZvuzovskij temati-
Ceskij sbornik. Kalinin: Kalininskij gos. universitet. 27-40.
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1981d Sub’ektnyj rezul’tativ i perfekt v nemeckom jazyke (stativ ot intranzitivov). In:
Kacnel’son, S. D. (ed.). Lingvisticeskie isssledovanija 1981. Grammaticeskaja i lek-
si¢eskaja semantika. Moskva: Institut Jazykoznanija AN SSSR. 153-162.

1982a Cukotskie glagoly s inkorporirovannym podle?astim (tipa: ?egny y’ly-mle-g”i ‘s gory
obvalilsja sneg’, lit.: ‘gora snego-obvalilas’’). In: Kacnel’son, S. D. et al. (eds.). Kate-
gorija sub’ekta i ob "ekta v jazykax razliényx tipov. Leningrad: Nauka. 135-153.

1982b Cukotskij jazyk. In: Kasevi&, V. B. Jaxontov, S. E. (eds.). Kvantitativnaja tipologija
Jazykov Azii i Afviki. Leningrad: LGU. 217-228.

1983 (ed.) Tipologija rezul tativnyx konstrukcij (rezul 'tativ, stativ, passiv, perfekt). Lenin-
grad: Nauka.

1984 [with P. I. Inenlikej, I. V. Nedjalkov, V. G. Raxtilin] Znacenie i upotreblenie Sukotskix
vido-vremennyx form. In: Bondarko, A. V. (ed.). Teorija grammatic¢eskogo znaclenija i
aspektologiceskie issledovanija. Leningrad: Nauka. 200-260.

1985 Cukotskie deagentivnye konstrukcii s sub”ektnym infinitivom. In: Xrakovskij, V. S.
(ed.). Tipologija konstrukcij s predikatnymi aktantami. Leningrad: Nauka. 82-90.

1986 [with I. V. Nedjalkov] Deepri€astija v karataevo-balkarskom jazyke. In: Andreev, N. D.
et al. (eds.). Lingvisticeskie issledovanija 1986. Social’noe i sistemnoe na razlicnyx
urovnjax jazyka. Moskva: Institut jazykoznanija AN SSSR. 164-171.

1987a Nadinatel’nost’ i sredstva ejo vyraZenija v jazykax razli¢nyx tipov. In: Bondarko, A. V.
(ed.). Teorija funkcional’noj grammatiki. Vvedenie. Aspektual’nost’. Vremennaja lo-
kalizovannost’. Taksis. Leningrad: Nauka. 180-195.

1987b [with G. A. Otaina]. Tipologi¢eskie i sopostavitel’nye aspekty analiza zavisimogo tak-
sisa (na materiale nivxskogo jazyka v sopostavlenii s russkim). In: Bondarko, A. V. (ed.).
Teorija funkcional’'noj grammatiki. Vvedenie. Aspektual’nost’. Vremennaja lokalizovan-
nost’. Taksis. Leningrad: Nauka. 296-319.

1987c [with I. V. Nedjalkov] Karadaevo-balkarskaja glagol’naja forma na -b/-p ... tur-a- so
znadenijami nastoja$¢ego i proSedSego vremeni (v sravnenii s formami na -b tur-a- / tur-
ib v uzbekskom jazyke). In: Muxin, A. M. et al. (eds.). Lingvisticeskie issledovanija 1987.
Funkcional 'no-semanticeskie aspekty grammatiki. Moskva: Institut jazykoznanija AN
SSSR. 113-121.

1987d [with M. S. Polinskaja] Contrasting the absolutives in Chukchi. Syntax, semantics and
pragmatics. In: Dixon, Robert M. W. (ed.). Studies in ergativity. (Lingua 71, 14.)
Amsterdam: North-Holland. 239-269.

1988a (ed.). Typology of resultative constructions. (Typological Studies in Language, 12.)
Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

1988b [with V. P. Litvinov] Resultativkonstruktionen im Deutschen. (Studien zur deutschen
Grammatik 34.) Tiibingen: Narr.

1988c [with I. S. Kozinsky, M. S. Polinskaja] Antipassive in Chukchi: oblique object, object
incorporation, zero object. In: Shibatani, Masayoshi (ed.). Passive and voice. (Typological
Studies in Language, 16.) Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 651-706.

1988d [with I. V. Nedjalkov] Meanings of tense forms in Evenki (Tungus). In: Lingua Pos-
naniensis 31, 87-100.

1988e [with I. V. Nedjalkov] Narrativnye dejepri¢astija v karadaevo-balkarskom, mon-
gol’skom, man’¢Zurskom i nivxskom yazykax. In: Bogdanov, V. V. et al. (eds.). Pred-
loZenie i tekst: semantika, pragmatika i sintaksis. MeZvuzovskij sbornik. Leningrad: 1z-
datel’stvo LGU. 137-142.
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1990 Osnovnye tipy deeprifastij. In: Xrakovskij, V. S. (ed.). Tipologija i grammatika.
Moskva: Nauka. 36-59

1991a Tipologija vzaimnyx konstrukcij. In: Bondarko, A. V. (ed.). Teorija funkcional 'noj
grammatiki. Personal 'nost’. Zalogovost’. Sankt-Peterburg: Nauka. 276-312.

1991b [with E. Geniusené] Tipologija refleksivnyx konstrukcij. In: Bondarko, A. V. (ed.).
Teorija funkcional 'noj grammatiki. Personal’nost’. Zalogovost’. Sankt-Peterburg: Nauka.
241-276.

1993a Tense-aspect-mood forms in Chukchi. In: EUROTYP Working Papers, Series 6: 4.

1993b Some typological parameters of converbs. In: Kénig, Ekkehard & Haspelmath, Martin
(eds.). Converbs. EUROTYP Working Papers. Series 5:7. 40-57.

1997a (ed.) Anickov L. E. Trudy po jazykoznaniju. Sankt-Peterburg: Nauka.

1997b [with I. Muravjova, V. Raxtilin] Iterativity in Chukchi. In: Xrakovskij, V. S. (ed.).
Typology of iterative constructions. Miinchen: LINCOM Europa. 310-328.

2001 Resultative constructions. In: Haspelmath, Martin, Konig, Ekkehard, Oesterreicher,
Waulf, Raible, Wolfgang (eds.). Language typology and language universals 2/2. Berlin &
New York: Walter de Gruyter. 928-240.

2002 Karachay-Balkar reciprocals. Turkic Languages 6, 19-80.

2003a Yakut reciprocals. Turkic Languages 7, 30-104.

2003b Kirghiz reciprocals. Turkic Languages 7, 182-234.

2006 Reciprocal constructions of Turkic languages in the typological perspective. Turkic
Languages 10, 3-46.

2007 (ed.). Reciprocal constructions 1-5. (Typological Studies in Language, 71.) Amsterdam
& Philadelphia: John Benjamins.
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