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TacuNG / CONFERENCE

Labour Beyond State, Nation, Race: Global
Labour History as a New Paradigm

A one-day workshop organised by the Global Labour
University in collaboration with Sozial. Geschichte Online
University of Kassel, 26 November 2011

The history of the labour movement is often taken for granted, as
if factual learning alone secured knowledge. However, each new
generation of labour militants must find its own interpretation of
labour history and generate new notions of what is worth strug-
gling for. This is often done based on existing research. However,
research on labour movements and unions often continues to be
informed by historical notions derived from 19th and early 20th
century social science, such as the nation state, the male breadwin-
ner model, a homogenised national and racial populace, continuous
social progress, the politics of labour, economic freedom, the wel-
fare state. In the last two decades, however, research into the trans-
gressing aspects of labour has shown a multifaceted configuration
of labour and an internationalist outlook accompanying the making
of the (worldwide) working class. Contrary to notions of a stable
Fordist-type development of ‘national” working classes, it was found
that early attempts to organise global labour go back as far as the ad-
vent of modernity. From the onset, more often than not, transna-
tional modes of labour organisation that attempted to overcome
the limits imposed by employers played an important role. In this
workshop, we will consider new directions in the writing of labour
history. Central issues to be touched upon are: How are these new
directions characterised? What are their presuppositions and limits?
How can labour be conceptualised anew? What are the contours of
labour internationalism in the 21st century? This one-day work-
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