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DEVELOPMENTS IN PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLING FOR CURA-
TORS OF MAP COLLECTIONS AND TOPOGRAPHICAL-HISTO-
RICAL ATLASES IN THE NETHERLANDS

JAN SMITS
Royal Library, The Hague

1) In 1976Walter W. Ristow stated that there were five professional
courses for map curators available in the U.S.A. and in Canada: at the
University of Illinois Library School; the faculty of Library Science at
the University of Toronto; the School of Library Service at Columbia
University; the School of Librarianship in conjunction with the De-
partment of Geography at Western Michigan University; and the
Catholic University's Graduate Department of Library Science,
Washington, D.C. However he also showed the ad-hoc basis on which
these courses were built and pointed out the lack of textbooks. In this
article he stated that the employment situation in North America was
such that special university courses for map curatorship were viable,
there being employment for some 36 to 70 new map curators every year

(1).

2) In 1974 the IFLA Section of Geography and Map Libraries formed
the working group 'Training of Map Librarians'. Three basic structures
for education and training were put up for recommendation at the IFLA
1975 meeting:

a) regional courses, characterized by the coordination of library school
and map libraries to combine basic theoretical training and practical
work;

b) the "Copenhagen model": transregional courses as training centres
for groups of countries, especially open to participants from developing
countries;

c) possibilities for map curators in office for advanced training in new
developments and techniques.

Lothar Zogner, the then chairman, had even drawn up a 'proposal for a
training course'. I do not know how this Working Group has fared, but
it does not survive any more in the Geography and Map Libraries Sec-
tion. What came from it is the "Workshop for map curators of develo-
ping countries' (Netherlands 1981, Turkey 1987?, Philippines 19887?).
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Hopefully the 'Manual for map curatorship” which should result from
these workshops will scon be published.

3) In the 1981 winter volume of Library Trends, Mary Larsgaard pu-
blished a pessimistic article entitled: 'Education for map librarians' (2).
Herein she appraises the effects of the new media and technologies on
the traditional library profession, even warning us to look for other na-
mes to designate the profession, because of the traditional connotation
that goes with the word librarian, which doesn't pay anymore in the
American information society. If possible "... we are going to have to
be better managers (of information and collections), and we will have to
know more about and do more in public relations work and in under-
standing our public ...". Her report on education is the same as Walter
Ristow's, except that the University of Illinois is considering expanding
its course into an integrated programme. At the same time they found
some niches for map curators in the traditional library programmes.
Quoting Carolyn O. Frost she says: "Fortunately, there is an awareness
among many library school faculties that non-book media are assuming
an increasingly important role in library collections, and the teaching of
the problems of these materials has become more and more significant
for the curriculum of library education”. Contrary to Walter Ristow she
thinks that there are perhaps only 5 to 10 vacancies for map librarians
every year. How can Europe progress?

I haven't been able to find any articles not mentioned in Lothar Z&g-
ner's article of 1979 (3) which bear on the European situation concer-
ning education. But fortunately we found some information by direct
questioning.

In February 1985 some 130 map collections received a questionnaire
produced by the LIBER, Groupe de Cartothecaires. With the responses
we hoped to get a good insight into the present state of organisation,
education, communication and other developments in European map
curatorship. There were 44 responses. All in all I think they furnished a
good insight in what is or should be happening. I shall now give some
results of the 4th section, which concerns education. First of all: 'Do
you need special training for your work?' (IV.4). The responses show
that a study in library-science and practically acquired knowledge of
geography and cartography is needed. More specifically:

Austria: Bibliothekarsausbildung. Basic knowledge in cartography

and geography, history of fine arts.
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Belgium: Bibliotheconomy. General and special knowledge of
maps, history of cartography, geography, etc. ... also handling of
recalcitrant readers!
Denmark: Librarianship and acquired knowledge of cartography
and geography.
Finland: Academic education (on history, political science), archi-
val examinations (includes specialised courses, a study on some
special questions and two-years work experience). Some special
courses. (University of Olou didn't specify).
Spain: A one-year course at the National Library (Curso de
Biblioteconomia y Documentaci6n).
Switzerland: Fachliche Kenntnisse (Studium). Suivre 1'ensemble
des cours en bibliotheconomie de 1'Ecole de Bibliothécaires de Ge-
neve et faire des stages pratiques dans au moins une institution gé-
rant des fonds cartographiques.
United Kingdom: Cataloguing, preservation, in-practise services.
Diploma in archive administration. Basic environmental con-
servation, care and handling. Some background knowledge of
cartography and map reading is desirable.
It is strange to find that hardly any of the respondents said that a
qualification in geography (including cartography) was obligatory or
wanted.

When we examine the next question 'Would you like to receive more

training?' (IV.7) we see that what is mainly needed is more knowledge

of the field of geography, (history of) cartography and cataloguing.

As examples :
Austria: Basic knowledge in cartography and cataloguing. As ex-
amples: cartography and fine arts (almost the same as with question
IV.4)
Denmark: More contact and exchange visits with libraries and
collections with similar and related functions as well as seminars and
workshops. Would like to know more about practical matters, how
to store, cataloguing systems. Geography in general: projection,
map reading, history of cartography, graphic methods. History of
cartography, the development of cartography, map production
Finland: Automation and map archives, history of cartography,
technical map production, maps as an information medium. Work
experience in some larger European institutions (in the Netherlands,
England) would be the best way to learn the most modern methods
in map curatorship, if it would be possible.
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Netherlands: The use of cartographic materials for research
purposes. Cartography (techniques, mathematics, thematic map-
ping). Some more knowledge how to use classification for the inde-
xing of the subjects of maps. Progress in several aspects of map cu-
ratorship.
Spain: History of cartography, automation and cataloguing of ma-
nuscript maps, conservation.
United Kingdom: Normally the Map Curators Group's work-
shops on relevant subjects and BRICMICS development in the field.
In-service training would be greatly increased.
Reviewing these results, it seems that here and there some basic know-
ledge is missing. It also seems that there is too much emphasis on trai-
ning from within the field of map curatorship itself and not enough
from external sources.

As to the question (IV.1-3), whether it is possible to satisfy these needs
and to follow a special course in map curatorship, it reveals that there is
little provision for special formal education:
Finland: National Archives and Institute of Technology in Espoo
Archival courses include 7 hours of map curatorship.
France: Ecole National Superieure de Bibliothécaires: 3 hours. In-
stitut National des Techniques Documentaires: 6 hours.
Germany: 29 hours/semester with the Institut fiir Bibliotheks-
wissenschaft der Freien Universitit Berlin.
Netherlands: See next chapters.
Spain: There is a projected special course for map curatorship, 4
hours daily, especially about automation (MARC).
Number of sessions not stated.
Switzerland: There is a course in topographic/cartographic
documentation of 1'Ecole de Bibliothécaires de Geneve (Institut
d'Etudes Sociales), but only 2 hours are devoted to maps.
United Kingdom: At some library schools such as Aberystwyth,
Wales. (None of the U. K. respondents mentioned the lectures of H.
Nichols at the Department of Library and Information Studies,
Loughborough University of Technology; it appears that these are
no longer given). There seems to be no special courses for serving
map curators, except for these which are managed by or in coopera-
tion with national map curators groups. As to why the situation
seems to bleak there can only be tentative answers. Part of the pro-
blem is probably still that the number of full-time map curators is
small, not well organized and therefore still not fully recognized as
disseminators of valuable scientific information. Another is that the
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collections are not always discrete but frequently part of a larger de-
partment. Library schools may not find it economically viable to
create special courses for map curatorship, in view of the limited
number of posts available.

As in the whole information-field we are or soon will be overwhelmed
with new techniques, new media and new technologies. It is therefore
of prime importance that there are possibilities for map curators in office
to become familiar with these vast new fields.

As to solutions I can do no more than offer some suggestions on a
number of fronts to satisfy the needs of both trainee and serving map
curators:

1) Map curators have to organize themselves into national or
transregional groups, which can serve as platforms for discussions and
stimuli for new developments.

2) Attempts must be made to win over library and documentation
schools to reserve a part of their regular curriculum for map curator-
ship. This will give all graduates more knowledge and acceptance of
this field.

3) If there is sufficient demand, one must try to implement special
courses for map curatorship in library schools for those who want to
work in this field in the future.

4) In cooperation with library schools, geographical institutes, institu-
tes for computer-science etc., attempts should be made to organize
courses for serving map curators.

5) New developments in map curatorship and related fields should be
the concern of the national map curators groups. After having gathered
the relevant information they should disseminate this to their members
during study-days or small courses.

6) The publication of standard texts and guides should be considered.

A Dutch approach

Some of the problems discussed before are also relevant to The Ne-
therlands.

The first to take the initiative in the educational field was the Society
'The topographical-historical atlas' (THA), founded in 1958. A THA
administers a collection of prints, maps, photographs, play-bills etc.
(but excludes paintings or books with only texts) which are relevant to a
city, region or country and the history thereof. One of the Society's first
projects was the compilation of a 'Manual for the management of
THA's', which appeared in 1962. Progress was such that they decided
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in the beginning of the Seventies to produce a new edition. This was
published in three parts in 1974/75 in the Dutch Journal for Archives
and consisted of some 95 pages of practical information. The first part
gave information concerning the components of the THA, techniques
and materials, conservation, description, cataloguing, acquisition and
usage of the collection, while the second and third parts discussed de-
scription and cataloguing. At the end of this year a new, adapted and
expanded edition (ca. 120 pages) will appear which incorporates the
ISBD(CM) (4). Since 1975 the State School for Archives (RAS) has
added 6 hours to its curriculum for the management of THA's, in which
the manual, supported by lecture programme, provides the basis for the
lessons. After the initial work of the Society 'THA' there was a long
silence. The reason was that there were few map curators employed at
that time. However on the initiative of some individuals a course was
created by the 'Foundation for Collective Schooling for Archive,
Library, Documentation and Informationprocessing' (GO). The courses
of the GO are open to all with the right qualifications and the lecturers
and teachers are mainly people who are employed in one of the archive,
library or documentation institutions. However, these plans had to be
shelved until a coordinator course could be found.

However we were not so quickly defeated and changed tactics. In
1971/72 the P. A. Tiele Academie (a library and documentation school)
introduced 8 hours of geography and 2 hours of cartography in its cur-
riculum for the two-years assistant-librarian course. In 1973 the Tiele
started with a third-year specialisation for 'Functionary in scientific
libraries' (FWB) and 'Librarian Documentalist' (BD). All students re-
ceived 8 hours of 'knowledge of cartography materials' by Dr. Hans
van de Waal who was (and still is) a lecturer at the Geographical Insti-
tute of the State University, Utrecht. At the same time a part of the
FWB specialisation was designated a 'course for map curatorship'. In-
itially this was limited to 22 hours of geography, taught by a Tiele lec-
turer. In 1975 the course was expanded with 22 hours of history of
cartography (including a general introduction into the management of
map collections) and 22 hours of cartography. Besides attending these
66 hours, the Tiele students had to produce two working papers. One
had to be a carto-bibliography, for which they had five weeks, and the
other had to be a comparitive report concerning two map collections, for
which they were given 4 weeks. In 1980 the Working Group for Map
Curatorship of the Dutch Cartographic Society (WK) proposed a sum-
mer course for map curatorship. A meeting was convened between re-
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presentatives of the Tiele, the RAS and the WK. The following year,
they came to this agreement:
1) The Tiele and RAS would form a committee which would have
a representative of the WK and would organize a special course on
map curatorship, which could be done as a subsidiary subject by
students training to become librarians or archivists. This would
entail a broadening of the subject-matter of the Tiele course.
2) The WK would form a committee that would organize a summer
course in 1982 for serving map curators.
3) The organization of an overall course for serving map curators
would be the responsibility of the WK.

As a result of the cooperation received, the first formal course for map
curatorship could start in the school year 1982/83. The course was open
to Tiele students and students who had graduated from the RAS.
Students could obtain a certificate which was recognized by the Mini-
stery of Education and Science and the Ministery of Culture, Welfare
and Public Health (which has responsibility for archives). The lectures
and practical exercises were given at the Tiele, the RAS, the Map
Collection of the University Library of Amsterdam, the Geographical
Institute, Utrecht, and the General State Archives, by practising map
curators. The course is a compromise between the requirements of li-
braries, archives and THA's. Part of the course comprised a three-
weeks in-service training. As in the old Tiele course, students had to
produce a carto-bibliography and a comparitive report. To obtain a good
grasp of the subject-matter and to succeed in the ensuing examinations
(in history of cartography, geography, history of art, maps and
archives, and palacography) the students had to invest at least 350 to
400 hours, as well as the working papers. In 1984 the course was up-
graded to 200 hours but the in-service training reduced to two weeks.
In 1983 there were seven, in 1984 ten and in 1985 again seven candi-
dates who successfully passed the examinations. Of these, nine were
studying at the Tiele and fifteen had graduated from the RAS.

In the meantime the WK, in cooperation with the FOBID (Federation of
Organisations working in the Library, Information and Documentation
field, which is a.0. responsible for the Dutch editions of the ISBD's),
had organized a successful summer course. During this four-days
course, 29 people were acquainted with the ISBD(CM) and related
fields. The summer course was officially organized by the Dutch
Cartographic Society.
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Unfortunately the formal map curators course came to an end in 1985.
There was no financial support, whilst at the same time the Ministry of
Education and Science decided to restructure the higher vocational edu-
cational (HBO-) system. This means that out of ca. 350 institutions for
tertiary professional education (including six library and documentation
schools), 40 new institutions with between 600 and 16.000 students
had to be formed. As a result the Tiele is now negotiating to merge with
13 other HBO-schools to form one institution with some 12.000
students.

One of the benefits of this amalgamation is that former three-years
courses will become four-years courses and there are possibilities for
post HBO-courses for special subjects. For map curatorship this can
mean that a fourth-year specialisation will be created in 1990 (when the
new curriculum has matured) or a post HBO-course. If possible the
RAS (not part of this amalgamation) will cooperate in these new cour-
ses. In the meantime I hope that geography and cartography will be part
of the overall curriculum, so we can introduce the new course in 1990
or 1991.

It would be a pity to lose for the period of five or six years the experi-
ence gained in the past decade. So the Tiele called together representa-
tives of the Tiele, RAS, Geographical Institute Utrecht, GO, Society
'THA' and the WK, to discuss the possibilities of continuing the map
curators course by other means. However the target-groups for the new
course have changed, so we first had to redefine them. According to the
'List of map collections' there are about 140 institutions which concern
themselves with cartographic materials, and according to the 'List of
THA's', there are about 80 institutions which concern themselves with
THA's (there is an overlap in both lists, about 40 collections concern
themselves with both cartographic materials and THA's). Besides these
there are some 30—40 map producing agencies which have smaller or
larger map collections. In discussing the new course with the Dutch
Cartographic Society, we concluded that the map producing agencies
might be interested in a practical course. The qualifications required of
people who serve in map collections vary widely. We wish to upgrade
the professionalism of the whole discipline whilst taking care that our
attention is not focussed solely on the big university-, archive- and
national library-collections. The collections of map producing agencies
become more and more important when considering the new techniques
and technologies of cartographic information.
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According to the Dutch Cartographic Society and the WK there may be
10 to 15 people a year from the map field interested in this course.
From the atlas field we could expect another two or three. It was the
view of the participants from the map field in the discussions that the
programme should reflect this prospective interest. This integrates more
the subject-matter which in the Tiele course was divided between the
different fields of libraries, archives and THA's.

Shortly after discussion started, the GO agreed to organize the course
with the support of the preparation committee. However, we wanted to
deviate from a long-standing GO rule, i. e. we want some of the lec-
turers not to be employed in one of the library-, archive- or documenta-
tion-institutions. We felt this was important for the lessons in geogra-
phy and cartography and also for production and reproduction. During
the first discussions in June 1986 with prospective lecturers (some are
staff members of the Geography Departments of the Universities of
Utrecht and Nijmegen), it was decided to undertake case-studies. This
method requires some time in preparation, but it was felt that in this
way the whole range of work concerning map curatorship would be
presented as an integrated subject. Besides, we felt this was the best
way to mingle theoretical and practical knowledge. Discussions have
not yet ended. If possible this course should start in February 1987.
The prospective students should at least have graduated from a school
for higher general secondary education and be working in a map or atlas
collection. Students without the necessary qualifications should agree to
an entrance examination. The course-fee is put at HFL. 2.400,-- (ca.
DM 2.150,--) which we hope will not be prohibitive. The course needs
some 20 students to be economically viable.

However there is still need for further research because in the Nether-
lands we have the means only to discover a small part of it. I hope that
education for map curatorship will develop into full maturity before the
year 2000. If not so I shall have the definite feeling that we have failed
in this.

Notes

(1) Ristow, Walter W.: Map library education in the United States and Canada. In:
The emergence of maps in libraries (Hamden 1980) 284-288.

(2) Larsgaard, M. L.: Education for map librarianship. In: Library Trends (Winter
1981) 499-511.
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(3) Zogner, L.: Training for map librarianship: Working Group in the IFLA Sec-
tion Geography and Map Libraries. In: The Map-Librarian in the modem world: es-
says in honour of Walter W. Ristow (Miinchen 1979) 117-125.

(4) Ratsma, P. and C. C .S. Wilmer (ed.): Handleiding voor het beheer van een
topografisch-historische atlas (Hilversum 1988) 215 p.

RESUME

EVOLUTION DE LA FORMATION PROFESSIONELLE DES CON-
SERVATEURS DE CARTOTHEQUES ET DE COLLECTIONS
TOPO-HISTORIQUES AUX PAYS-BAS

En 1962-1963 l'association de "L'atlas topohistorique" (THA) publia la
premiere édition du "Manuel de gestion des collections topohistoriques”
ol sont traités tous les aspects de cette gestion: acquisition, acces,
conservation, stockage, consultation etc. On s'attache particulierement a
definir les différents procédés d'impression. La deuxi¢me édition parut
en 1974. L'édition suivante verra le jour fin 1988. En 1970, la
"Fondation pour la formation professionelle des archivistes, biblio-
thécaires, documentalistes et informaticiens" (GO) proposa des cours
pour la gestion des cartothéques sur 100 heures: Connaisance de la
production cartographique (32 h.), Acquisition (8 h.), Description et
Catalogage (32 h.), Conservation (8 h.), Orientation du public (20 h.).
Pour des raisons de nature organique, ces cours ne purent avoir lieu.

Des 1974 I'Ecole de Bibliothécaires P.A. Tiele consacra une partie de la
3¢ année d'études de la spécialisation FWB (fonctionnaire de biblio-
théque de recherche) a la géographie; d'abord 22 heurs, puis 22 heurs
supplémentaires pour la cartographie historique et 22 heures pour la
cartographie moderne a partir de 1'année 1975/76. Depuis 1975
l'enseignement donné a 1'Ecole Nationale d'Archivistes (RAS) com-
prend 8 heures de formation pour la gestion des THA.

Pendant I'année 1982/83 a été formée une spécialisation "Gestion de
cartotheéques" grice a un accord de coopération entre 1'Ecole de Biblio-
thécaires P. A. Tiele, la RAS et I'Institut géographique de I'Université
d'Etat d'Utrecht. Pour la premiére fois on décerna un diplome d'études
accompagné d'un relevé des notes obtenues. Ce diplome est reconnu
officielement par les ministeres de la Culture et de 'Education Natio-
nale. Initialement, cette spécialisation comportait 162 heures ainsi ré-
parties: Géographie historique (22 h.), Cartographie (64 h.), Histoire
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des établissements producteurs de documents cartographiques (8 h.),
Archives, etc. (12 h.), Paléographie (15 h.), Conservation et Restaura-
tion (6 h.), Histoire de 1'art (26 h.), Bibliographies, etc. (8 h.). Un
stage de 3 semaines était également prévu. Pendant 1'année 1984/85 le
nombre d'heures fut porté a 200, mais la période de stage fut réduite a 2
semaines. En 1985, les cours furent suspendus pour des raisons
d'ordre financier et a cause de la réorganisation de l'enseignement pro-
fessionel supérieur. En 1983 7 candidats furent regus, en 1984 10, en
1985 7; sur le total 9 venaient de 1'Ecole Tiele et 15 de la RAS. Pour
1986/87, on a prévu des cours-GO pour la gestion des cartotheques
avec 125 heures d'enseignement: Géographie (15 h.), Histoire de la
cartographie (10 h.), Cartographie (20 h.), Acces aux documents (40
h.), Gestion (acquisition et constitution des fonds — 12 h.), Images
concernant 1'histoire événementielle et sociale (9 h.), Fabrication et re-
production (17 h.). Pour couvrir les frais d'organisation, participation
d'une vingtaine d'étudiants est nécessaire. Pendant la phase
d'organisation des cours (qui démarreront problablement en février
1987), il fut difficile de concilier les intéréts divergents des bibliothe-
ques, des archives et des collections topographiques pour la gestion des
documents cartographiques, des dessins, des estampes etc. En dehors
de ces cours de formation professionelle sanctionnés par un examen, le
Groupe de Cartothécaires de 1'Association Néerlandaise de Cartogra-
phie (NVK) s'efforce pendant ses journées d'études (deux fois par an)
d'étudier certains problemes et de signaler les nouveaux déve-
loppements, notamment dans les domaines de la conservation, de la
restauration, de 1'acceés aux collections et de 1'utilisation des cartes.
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